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This book was compiled by Miss Agnes Hepburn,
Tweedsmuir History Curator for the Port Stanley Branch
of the Women's Institute (1929-1957). Given to the Elgin
East Disirict. Women's Institute by Miss Irene H. McBride,
her niece, September IQ?Z, restored by Mrs. Gordon L.emon
and in 1977 voted by the Distirict W, |. Board to be placed
in Elgin County L ibrary for safe keeping and perusal under

supervision.
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A HISTORY OF PORT STaNLEY

L

Lake Erie hes two hundeed and.fiity miles of shore-line,broken by elay
cliffs.The e¢ity of Detroit stands at its western entrunce and Buffale

at its eastern gates. Midway between these 9§¢” o
two cities,cn the north shore,the cliff di- Eﬁwﬁ ﬁ& 2 éF'
vides and = creek cuts its way te join its élﬁ,eﬂfé“;gvffﬂ§
waters with thoseé of Lake Eriee. At the mouth Rt BN

of this erectk,facing the lake and sheltered PR S pe!

on three sices by high hills,there hasgrown up ¢ village. This village
go beautifwly situated is now known ¢s +ort Stanley and the creek as
Kettle Creek.

It will not be hard to visualize this distriet in the

H\“Mahl geventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Indian trails penetrated deep in-

~ to the forest or followed along L.Brie and Kettle C. One of fhese
from where your dwelling-naw stands,w:s unbroken bushe. In this
virgdnal forest stoodthe diciducus trees such :s maple oak,ash l
walnut,butternut,hicgpry and elm, together with spruce,pine,
hemlock and tamurac®™’cone-bearing evergreens. +he tendrils of '
wild grapes clung tc their trunks,bright~coloured berries hung’ﬂ““ﬁ
. on low bushes and sparkling springs of wamer could be seen bubbkvj
“apemong the grass and wild flowers. Wildeat,bezr and wolves roamel
' about at pleasure,while beayer built dams and the owl joined
his echoing hoot with'the otheéer weird calls of night-prowlers.
There were plenty of wild turkeysand ducks living an ou® sandy:
beaches and in the reegyhmarches of our valley ¢uuntless numbers
of wild pigeon(which became such & plague to the pioneer farmed.. .
Kettle creek teemed with fish.

Learning the mode of IndiaR travel or. using the natives fﬂi

a guides, ¥rench missionaries,fur-traders and explorers penetratdy
== = far «nd wide through the forests of Weatern Cntaric. The French
BIMBAES SN haé forts at Niagara and Detroit and into this silent harbour,”
they came,by cunoce,for shelter or rest zlong the journey and it
, ig from records left by these men that we have lezrned (6f. the
Native Indians of this district®hey were called Attiwandrarokshs Neutrals
degignated zs sugh because they carried on trade with the Hurons,who were
friends of the English and the Iroquois who were friends of the French.

S : 4-00én I6I?fchamﬁ;ain refers to the Seutrals as a powerful i --

n on of &, warriors,who held a large extent of terri .  Ja-
De La Roche,a Recollet father was deligitedwwtnnxxhe' g 7y
beauty of their territory,but spoke of the warriors . -
of this tribe as being verywild and fierce,fighting
only with war-clubh and bow. InI640-4T, the JTesuit
Uissionarjes Br&beuf and Charmonct traversed their
country «These men became masters of the language,
and qparnﬁno? compiled a dictionary of the szme as
well ®e drawing & map of their territory. They re-
COQd_Fha;;thera were forty villages, each fortified
anc proyccted ftam wild znimals. and enemy tribes,by
ﬁiighiaié i%iz&des. “lexis,supposed to be the South-
] €& S We < 4 "
Potatbes;baana,an&stgggggg,f# gfggrg&pépaégfyéﬁgﬁ¥
their-villﬁgea.CaunCila were called by their chief
and eould be held in a wigwam or in the open air,aznd

the chief addressed them as they sat about in a circle.ééyEQMmj;Ff*A
on the ground, "
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AN HISTORIC GEM

Elgin County has one of the most
historic places *on the continent in the
Southwold Earthworks, on the Townline
from Burwell’s Corners to Iona, and yet
it has received so little attention in
the tourist advertising.

The Southwold Earthworks is one of

the few double-walled Indian fords dis-
covered on the North American con-
tinent. It is believad to have been built
by the Neutral Indians, centuries ago,
as a protection against the attacks of
hostile tribes.

This old fort has been marked with
a cairn and entrance gates by the His-
toric Sites and Monuments Board of
{Canada and excavations have been car-
ried out there for the National Museum
at Ottawa; but to a visitor who is not
a student of archaeoclogy, the cld fort is
disappointing, There really isn't much
to see, excegt the outlines of what must
have been the raised earth for the pali-
sade walls and what was probably a
moat between the walls, iant trees
that were probably saplings when the
fort was built grow up lhrough those

walle

§



The Neutral Indians(continued)

and The Mission of the Angels.

It was during this visit %o the Neutrals,that Erébeuf and “harmonot
began,THe Misgicn of the Angies"sand these lines of Llongfellow,seem

to deseribe well a scene of their labours.
*Under a towering, oak by the bank of a river,
spelt the Black Rebe -Chief with his childrene # crucifix fastened —
digh on the trunk of a txee,and ctershadowed by grapevines.

‘his was gheir rural Chapel.®loft thraugh the intricate arches

Of its = deaek roof,erose the chant of their vespers

linging its notes with the soft susurrus and sighs of the branches."

iggion of the Angles.,smong the Neutrals was sbandonéd,because of
the hostility shown them,but' in I683,Christian Indians took up the Work
and were well received.

A T, i=Va 4 1n a o o > ST A — - ’ ’ 3 1

_51$0u0, LhLBLhLlJILG «nd strong warriors,fell before the war-cry, tomahawk
and arrow o ¢ a i ohbatrines T d 3 ] p g
,qéﬂ:m;:J“E? tﬁe pcxﬁhpourlng iroquois tribe. ~hose remaining from the
assacrej,avandoned their property and took refuge wigh other friendlwv fri

i
bes.
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Carrier Takes Possession or New France v 11E Name or

Tue Brrmisa Ascenpineg rrom Worre's Cove ar Dawn
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KETTLE CREEK
An Important Stream.

The importance of this stream is shown by its havihg been marked on a number
of Freneh maps as early as I650.1t was for many years called Tonti,after the
explorer but no name appeared on the maps until I727 when the name Riviere a
la Chaudiere was used.This simply means Kettle Creek. It is recorded that the

Objibwas called the stream,the Akiksibi(sibi meaning river) and the Iroquois
Indians used the name Kanagio,

In I721,the distinguished traveller,Charlivoix passed up Lake
Brie on his way to the MississippisHe was enraptured by the beauty of the
north shore,especially that portion now known as the County of Elgin. His

desciriptionodf this beauty fired the imagignation of the young T Thos. Talbot,
as we shall find out at a later date.

A GIANT IS SLEEPING.

For many years,this beautiful country along L.Erie seemed forgotten.Occasion-
ally a nomand hand of Irogquois came along the trail for some of the abounding

: game,or fur-traders came to barter with the Indians
for their furs,which was of course the chief source
of wealgh for the white man,in those early days.lhey
spoke of travelling over the Iroguois 3Beaver-Grounds,

THE CONQUEST OF CANADA

A BEAVER COI.OHY

After the conquest of Canada’by tne Engligh in 1759, the
Mississaga Indians were the sole occupants of WBstern Ontario,and it was with
them that the British negotiated in 1784 for the cession of this part of the
country.

Canada passed from French to British rule by the Ireaty of
Paris,in 1I763.



FALIOUS EXPLORERS
Visit our Shore.

LaSalle,Tonti,Cadillac,DuLl'Hut and Joliet were among the early explorers of
.the north shore of Lake Erie,travelling by canoe with their guides.

DU L'HUT des

-------- was leader of the Couriersic Bois,who built a fort
of palisadeSai vetroit before amy Dermanent settlement began.These men
returned each year to liontreal afier their trading,selling their beaver-skins

and telling their amazing tales of this and other

regions through which they passed.

LASALLE and . ICNTI .
La3Salle was also a leader of early explorers and

2onti was one of his devoted lieutenants.lonti was
Governor at Detroit,

JOLIET

- -

The first recorded visit of an explorer to our harbour
was that of Joliet.Joliet.)and his faithful Indian guide,
(an Indian hwhose lifeihe-hzd previously saved from torture)
arrived here in the Autumn of I669. Joliet had been 8937
patched by Talon to investigate the copper mines of Lake
Superior and instead of taking the usual route by way of
the French R.to Quebec,he came by way of Detroit and the
Lower lakes,seeking out a new way to Quebec,

Villagers know the varying moods of Lake Erie,especial-
ly in the Autumn when one day brings storm and tempest while
the next may bring one of great calm and brilliant sun-
shine.History does not leave the impression that rough
weather greeted this early French explorer,so after two
: _ : centaries,we will say that Nature put on a gala show,in
ax oo marrmn - Loeay honour of his arrival into this silent,natural harbour,

_ Pall cliffs and marshy. valley spread out before his vis-
vision. The maple flamed among the evergreen,and the gold and crimson of the
goldenrod and sumach showed brightly against the purple asters on the hillsides.

There was a swish of wings and a cry of waterfowl as
the paddles dipped and swallows darted in and out of their homes on the cliffs,
while the calm water of the lake was flecked with the autumn folliage and reflect
ed the floating clouds above them.

Here,amidst this scene of natural beauty,explorer
and guide add life and a picturesque charm,as they searcih out a suitable
hiding place for their canoe, hefore theysdisappear .through the forest on their
way to LakeeOntario by way of the Thames and Grand Rivers.

- - -
- - - - - - - - - - —— - ——

this journey Joliet met up with another group,
La3alle and two Sulpician prfggts,uoflier gé Casson and &gllinea.who were géﬁng
in the opposite ¢irection.lLaSalle left the company of the priests and joined
Joliet on his journey.The priests continued on their way,d?scﬁndipg the Gﬁand
River to Take Epie and wintered at the forks of Patterson’'s Creek where fort
i S o In the Spring,following a route marked outhfor then
Joliet,the previous Autumn,they reached the mouth of Kettle C.where ey

b%ound Joliat'g canoe. They made good use of it as one of their own canoes haq
been lost in a had storm after they left on their journey,which was to tafe -
them to thelSault.lt was near this site where they established their missions.

of his own ship,"The Griffin",sailed
a Creek)where the ship was
the fourth day oul.

note-It was in I679,that LadSalle,as master s
f;om the eastern end of L.Erie(nearest t9 the Cayug
built, to Detroit. .The Griffin put into Detroit on
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5 dypical Scenes of the "U.E.Loyalists" who

! egntered Canada at the close of the,"America

% Hevolutionary War.™ All descendants of these

X patredts ure allowed the title,U.BE.
The Coming of the Loyalists.
CANADA UNDER BRITISH RULG.
- The Juebec Act- Upper and Lower/Canads)
In I791,the Twebec Act waa passed and Jna.Graves 3imeoe became the
first Lieut.Governor of UPPER Canada.At that period of our histary
he was practiczlly a dictator with far ». - reaching power. Although
there was an elected Parliament,he was the Governor and the Gevern=-
i ment and the comminder of the goldiery,as well. e wanted Canada

modelled after the mother country both as ta @hurch and State. In
1798, Cov.Simcoe divided this Province ihto nineteen'counties of whid
Widdlesex wone one with L.u4rie on its soutnern boundary.,and the one
holding and ccntrolling this present viliage. The Goal and Court
houze wss built at Vittoria,Norfolk.Ca.

Onr Teb.4th.1793,Gov.9imcoe with his party, set ocut fraemu
soronto_,on am official tour ,through the southern counties to .De--
troit de wighed to find out by personal inapection,the resources of
the land for the cultivation of hermp and for settlement. The party
set out in sleighsg but these were left at a #owhawk willage on the
Urand #iver.They attended ' T : % o % Bl
divine service in | &

WHIS MATESTY*'S CHAPEL
of the
MOWHAWKS™ |
- on Sunday,lieb.l0th. tThey
left the villeze after the
gservice and proceeded along
ho the trzils on faot, aec-
S companied by the Mowhaswk
i _ chief ISrant end twelve
e natives. 'They slept in

wigwuns comstructed by

the Imdians and lived wupon
trapier’s fare of hard bread
and pork. They travelled on

§ thick growth of forest,past
Indian burigl grounds and
trees with Indian pictures.
writing. They hunted and
trapoed and -csw & band of
Chippewns waking maple sugarle
Thii trip veczme o very
eventful ovne for this district
a3 Thos.Talbot,secretary to

From"uakers of Canada"series 4. .
- 2: _.-_ T A 1 e/ e S .



THE TALBOI SETTLEMENT BEGINS.

the Governor was among the party and he,having read of Charlevoix' description
of this region,had been greatly impressed by it. He was anxious to see the
country for himself and when he did arrive,he was so delighted thayt he visioned
the time when he should own this beautiful tract of land and have the pleasure
of seeing it populated with worthy citizens.

Here 15 & Eﬁﬁaﬁé'wmgvpm‘ | |
‘actual com e ngi U2 A
ke G ot ey, L, X vt COL.THOMAS BALBSUZ,
elghteen leagues %ndﬂfoundwmggem:;

] the great river ch eome
?igﬁan’?'s%hahﬂagt in 42 degrees, 15 :fnig
utes. Nevertheless the great tre

were 3n3ﬁ53ﬂ$;$?£$ﬁﬁ" This young man Thomas Talbot was born at Ancient
mado very litle' way the 20t €1 Baronial castle of Maldhide,in the Coungy of

e néxt ‘day apout euririso and ent Dublin,Ireland in I77I. From I786 toI788,the Lord-
@ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁyéﬁgﬁ 2 previ Lieutenant had two._youthfal aide~de camp,one being
E@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&?w$%““ﬁg?%ﬁﬁ: Arthur Wellesley,the hero of Waterloo and the other
%%egﬁﬂs"'towécgid@oﬁg-?%:ndl;wwgg became the founder of a settlement along the north
which _advances 1P ong Potot. 1t 13| shore of Lake Erie.

very gandy and produces natura 1y !

Talbot was provided with a Colonel's com=-

many vines. 3 thing . i

rouTho JOLOVITE, Constod & churming mission at an early age and came to Canada with the
country  that Wis, (S, ceabe skrcens, 24th.regiment at Quebec,in I790. In I79I,he became
bf‘frﬁﬁag B, ered with attached to the suite of Gen Jno.Graves Simcoe,the
?nae’gegutgy and variety A v first Lieut-Gov. of Upper Canada.
ﬁﬁ%fm%giﬁﬁgggggfgﬁ?t In I800,Col.Talbot retired from the army,
ﬁﬁﬁgﬁffyﬂgﬂﬁﬁﬁ§$ﬁﬁa s0ld his commission and came back to Canada after
3o st t‘:':‘t‘i;%{hﬁ“"‘c&ﬁiié’ 2N the Treaty of Ameins. He arrived at a site,which
vobt “was  undoubtedy_ Elein, maliny from its description,fits the present site of our
| e POTSES, Norlolk Cowntr 1 gig own village. On May Ioth,I80I,he wrote a letter 1o
mqgﬁ%gﬂg;ﬁgﬁﬁdﬁwmm% the Duke of Cumberland(the Xing's son)and this
glimate on water os brght 88 O (ke letter is headed,"Sittiewaaba,(Objibwah for fire-
o ™ and_ pleasant_encampings; water). After spending more than a year at the

where ona might find all mantner“e,ﬂ 2 %

game at little cost, breathing £ QUGS site mentioned,he proceeded to England by way of
e A Minest. countries, one Would ba New York,to negotiate for the land now comprising
sempted to travel all one’s life,

the Township of Yarmouth. (Talbot Papers)
He arrived back in Canada on the Z2Ist.of May,I808,with permission to begin

his settlement. He was unable to secure the 5,600
acres in one block in the Township of Yarmouth,as
grants had already been given to Col.Baby. His
first allotment of land was in Dunwich and thence
he made his way and began his clearing for "IHE
TALBOT SETTLEMENT", This site is known as Port
Talbot.

"The conditions oy which f£free grants were
made 10 settlers were that the settler should
clear and Sowiten acres of land,build a house of
prescribed dimensions and open one half of the
road in front of his farm,all within three years.
Failing this,he forfeited his claim.If he perform-
ed the conditions he obtained fifty acres free,
and the other one hundred and fifty acres at three
dollars per acre,and a right to a further one
hundred acres on payment of certain fees was con=-
ceded also by the Provincial Government,as already
stated," (Historical Sketches of the County of
Elgin.)

COLONEL TALB(O



It is rather fitting that this ar-
ticle, dealing as it does in part
with Colonel Thomas Talbot and
the Talbot Settlement, should anp-
pear foday, because it was exact-
ly 133 years ago today (May 21,
1803) that the Colonel landed =t
Port Talbot to begin his iask of
parcelling out the land granted

him by the British Crown. The
article, with an accom anying
letter. came from Dr. C, eil-

lor, a native of the Wallacetown
district and at present a mem-
ber of the Canadian Pension
Commission, The letter and ar-
ticle follow:

Editor, The Times-Journal: Sir,—
It was recently my good fortune
while in Regina, to have the privi-
lege of browsing in the library of
the late Lieutenant-Governor Mil-
ler of the Province of Saskatche-
wan, and I here supjoin an excerpt
from “Picturesque (lanada” which
was edited by George Monro Grant,
D.D,, of Queen’s University shortly
after Confederation.

Born and reared in Dunwich
township and having spent many
ha?py hours as a youth at Port
Talbot, this enclosure has a stroug
appeal and interest for me,.

Perhaps many of your readers
will derive not only the same sense
of enjoyment in the delightful de-
seription of the Talbot country, but
pride in having domiciled or even
having lived at one time in the
settlement where Colonel Talbot

labored.
Sincerely,
C. M. KEILLOR, M.D,,
Commissiorer.

street, Oftawa,

203 MacLaren
May 17, 1946, ¢

Of the many railways which
bring rich tribute to London, thet
arriving from the shore of Lake
Erie by way of St, Thomas taps «
district of much interest as well as
resource, Leaving London, and
holding our way along the gentle
rise which forms the water-shed of
the r!lght townships of Westminster
and Yarmouth, we find on reach-
ing St. Thomas that we are looking
down from an escarpment of -zon-
siderable elevation. From the wesi-

Just 133Y

T et-194

"

\Early Days of Col. Talbot
Who Landed at Pt. Talbot
ears Ago Today|

JANUARY 14, 1948

Baron Talbot de Malahide

DUBLIN, — James Boswell Tal-
bot, breeder of champion ra
horses, who was sixth Baron Tal-
bot de Malahide and held the
hereditary title of Lord Admiral
of Malahide and the Adjacent
Seas, conferred by King ward
IV, died at Malahide Castle in
County Dublin. He was T4. Lord |
Talbot was a great-grandson of
James. Boswell, Samuel Johnson's
biographer, He leaves his widow,
Lady de Malahide. :

=

Photos by Stollery. |

‘can reach, counfry villas and ‘rim|
farmsteads stand out in relief
against graceful bits of wildwond
or are only half concealed by olan-
tations of deep green spruce and
arbor vitae. Intervening are brozd
stretches of meadow, or long roll
ing billows of harvest land. Down
in the deep ravine at our feet winds
a beautiful stream, which has .1
the essentials of romance, exrent
the name. When, half a century
ago, Mrs. Jameson warmly remon-
strated against “Kettle Creek," old
Colonel Talbot pleaded that some
of his first settlers had christened
the stream from finding an Indian
camp kettle on the bank, and that
really he had not thought it warth
while to change the name,

At St, Thomas we are in the heart|

LARGE OIR-BRUSH PAINTING of Colonel Thomas Talbot,
founder of the Talbot Settlement, adorned the Grand Central's
new Colonel Talbot Room at the Chamber of Cbommerce dinner
there Tuesday evening. The painting is the work of a local artist,
Ray Eberts. It will have a permanent place in the new room.

As far as the aye|

street which seventy miles eastward !
we found crossing the Grand River|
at Cayuga; and which, westward,|
we should find reversing the coun-|
ties of Kent and Essex, finally run-
ning out on the Detroit River at
Sandwich. Both the “street” and|
St. Thomas itself take their name |
from the young lieutenant whom we
saw with Governor Simcoe explor-
ing a site for London in the winter

pf the “Talbot Country.” The city's y
main artery is the same Talbot|:

of the Canadian executive. Through
Simcoe's infiuence Talbot obtained

a population of 75,000 souls.

renounced the world of rank and

he always found Wellington ready

From the lookout at Port Stanley
we can discern, seven or elght]
miles westward, Talbot Creek and}
the spot where this military hermit

fashion and entered the wilderness,
there to abide with brief intermis-
sion for nearly fifty years; the spot
also, where after a stormy life he
now peacefully lies listening to the
laughing of the lake waves upon
the shore, Talbot was two years
younger than Arthur Wellesley, the
future Duke of Wellington, and,
while still in their 'teens, the young
officers were thrown much together
as aides to the Talbot relatives, the
Marquis of Buckingham, then Vice-
roy of Ireland. The warm friendship
thus formed was kept up until the,
end of their lives' by correspon-
dence, and by Colonel Talbot's se-
euilar visite tn Anslev House, where

to back him against the intrigues

in 1803 a township on the shore’of
Lake Erie. The original demesne
grew in half a century to a princi-
pality of about 700.000 acres with

There
was an arcadian simplicity about
the life of these pioneers, The title

of 1793, As in St. Catharines and
' some other places locally canonized
“The Saint” has been thrown in for
euphony. Perhaps, too, the volun-
tary hardships to which Colonel

suggested a comparison with his

ern edge the city commends a mag- |
nificent outlook. i ;

famous namesak* of Canterbury.

Talbot devoted himself may hhve|:

"
1
.
i

th
ol'gan of the fore
touching cadences
found
' Zherubini

dhe G[imes-?lnurm;l!

TITESDAY. MAY' 21. 1944

died, to the
shore, the de
glected and forsake
a roadside inn, Th

deeds of the farms were mere pen-
cil entries by the Colonel in his
township maps; transfers were ac-
complished by a piece of rubber
and more pencil entries. Hiz word
of honor was sufficient: and theif
confidence was certainly mnever
abused. The anniversary of his
landing at Port Talbot, the 21st of
May, was erected by Dr. Rolph into
a Breat festival, which was lon

kept up in St. Thomas with all
honor. ' Immediately after brief re-
spite the hermit would return to his
isolation, in which there was an odd
mixture of aristceratic hauteur and
salvaged wildness, The acquain-
tances of early life fell away one
by one, and there were none others
to fill the vacancies., While ereai-
ing thousands of happy firesides
around him, his own bhearth re-
mained desolate. Compassinn was
often felt for his loneliness; his
nephews, one of them afterwa.ds,
General Lord Airey of Crimean
fame, attempted to share his soli-
tude; but in vain, Then his one
faithful servant Jeffry, died. The

recluse had succeeded in creating |

around him a

n absolute void;
we take no a for

ccount of the birds of
prey t?atﬂl‘overad about. Welling-

n, bis first companion ]
last of his friends, was born?go m:
tomb in the crypt of St. Paul's amid
all the magnificent woe of a state
funeral, and with the profoundest
réspect of a great Empire, Three
months later, Lord Talbot also died,
It was the depth.of winter and bit-
terly cold. In the progress of the
m London, where he
quiet nook by the lake
ceased lay all night pe-
n in the barn of
ec (}?Ilm voice of
ur offin

g of the night B o

wind, B
at solemn darkness, the ga: irj:g

.

a requiem of Mozart or

in

|



_ T
1K]L,mﬂCt:«lcmel Talbot's Grave’’? ¢

The Elgin Council at its session last
week endorsed a proposal that the county
give special consideration to making the
repairing and mainienance of the grave
of Colonel Thomas Talbot, founder of the
Talbot settlement, a county responsibility.
A committee was named for this purpose.
| Action followed a report that the Col-
i onel's grave in St. Peter's cemetery on

the shore of Lake Erie at Tyrconnel was
in a state of disrepair,

Not too many years ago, a large num-
her of cemeteries, notably the older ones
where many of our pioneers are buftied,
were in a disgraceful state through ne-
glect. Then a ‘movement was started 1o
improve them. With excellent results.
Today most cemeteries, the old as well as
1he new, are well cared for. '
"\ St. Peter’s was one of the first {o re-
ceive attention, thanks to the personal and
unflagging interest taken by the late Bam
Sifton and others in St. Peter's Church.
It was turned into a place of hallowed

_beauty, became a historic spot visited for
yvears, and still is, by hundreds, with
Colonel Talbot's grave and those of sev-
eral other pioneers being of special
interest, Execepting in cases where des-
cendants of these pioneers atlend {o the
matter, there is no one to help bear the
cost of keeping the individual graves and

| the tombstones in repair, and the finan-
cial outlay needed to do so is more than
the cemetery boards can or should be ex-
pecied to bear, It is well therefore that
the County Council intends to look into
the  situation to see what can be done
aboul the Talbot grave.. :




-

A Period of leconstruciion-

Now that the period of war and destruction was over,the settlers went to
restore the settlement. +n annual event

work in a eo-operaiive way toi
8 Birthday,whemr the militia gathered by

was that of June4tih,th®

#ing

regiments for a training day,that they might be bettier able to protect
thamsqlves from any future enemy atiacks,.

Vp'to.tnis. time the aattkfrs had much labour grinding flour for

bread and eorn

A E. Byerley, D.O. writes ini
the London Free Press that in 18.1?1
Peter McKellar, father of Sheriff]
McKellar, and a few more High- |
land Scottish ' families settled in
that part of the couniry mnow
Ynown as the Township of Ald-
‘borough, in the Count of Elgin.
Tt was then a dense wilderness and
‘thode ' daring people settled away
/in the very heart of the forest.
through which it was impossible to
drive a wagon without first cutting
out a road. |

p o jOhnny-cﬁkeB.

.total absence’of roads if, of course.

“TAmong the “many  Pprivatons
which the settlers had to endure
~was the want of a mill for grind-
ing grain, the nearest being about
60 miles away on Kettle Creek.
east of St, Thomas. Owing to the

did not pay to take a grist all tha,
distance, i‘o Peter McKellar, with
thé assistance of Mr. Minzie, an old
stons mason, setito work and con-
structed "a hand mill, e
Thei,r took two hard-heads
fe. boulders) and with great

G
ﬂifﬁbulty. *or they had but a few

inefficient tools, managed to hew
these stones into the desired shape |
. Having accomplished this' they
took a section of a hollow tree and
fastened: the nether. mill stone
securely in it. Then the urser one
was placed uoon this and held in

he following elipping tElls the story.

from below, and which had a cross
.?iece to allow the upper stone be-

ng lifted. A beam was then made
f.l:! across the house walls, and
into it a long piece of wood was
fastened with a swivel joint. The
bottom end of this stick fitted into
a hole in the top of the stone near
the side, and completed the pri-
mitive machine.

It was operated by two men who
took hold of the bottom ot the
crenk, or lever, and whirled the
stone around, while a third person
fed the grain, _

_ The sheriff could just remember
the men coming in, after an
arduous day's logging or chopping
and seeing them working away
at the mill which stood about
breast high on the floor of the log
house, while fthe:huge log fire
blazed and crackled cheerily ia

Ay

"
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¥
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! - !
vlaee by an iron axle running up the large square fire place. The W
settlers would come in night after

Inight, and grind enough grain to
{last them a day or two. [ |

But now in this period of ®peconstruction ,water.-mills were erected inthe

Talbot Settlement and we will find that the building of the "4albot Mills"

at the bank of settle Creek,whioh laterbecame"® 2 undation
e e ,Whi texbecame"”elborne,was the foun

In 1817,1he United States and “anada came to a gentlemanly agree- A
Tgn;agoggoondthe two countries for mutual dis armament in the Great Lakes.
- gn®d for the U,S.A. by Richard “uss,acting Secretary of State for
E?agr:%£§:ry and -by Chas.Bagot,the &ritish minister in Washington on behalf

fhere is no doubt this agreement between the two co r
bearing on the settlement and progress of Ports along the :%gtieghgzg ggme

Lake Erie of which Port Stanley was one and ] :
gear,1817. v and which began aboul this same

Bhig year 1947,marks 130 years that this long
frontierhas been unfortified.

A cairn marking this event,stands in our pienic park
DI invererie heights. High on this eliff,it looks over
the wide expan®e of lake Erie. On this cairn 1s writtenm,
on the face,-

"'nis unfortvified bouncary line belween lae vominion
of Canada and the United Svates of America should
yhicken ine remembrance of uhe more than century-
old friendsnip between these two couniries,a le33on
9f paace 10 all netions.”

on tne reverse side,

"inis bloes of GeOrgia granite was presented at the
Cleveland convention of Liwanis International, June
194%,0y tne Georgia districtu for erection on this
site in celebration of the century and a quarter of
peace along this frontier inaugurated by the sign~-
ing of the dush-3Zagol lreaty,in Vashingion in April,
1817,

This tablet was the iwenty-fourth in a series
vof peace tablets to be erected along the Canadians
Jnited States Boundary,oy Kiwanis International

—— 5 thdt Swamer. :

Jhe past president,/ack Smith from Macon,Ga.,had vhe honour of presenting k
the tablet,and all sxpense of manufaciure and transportation was bormne i
. by the Georgia wistritt. :

bl A A ==



PHE KUSB-BAGO® IoEATY

In 1817,the United States and Canaaa game t0 a gentlemanly agreement batween
the two countries for mutial disarmament in the Greatl Lakes, It was Signed
for the U.S.A.by Rkichara Rus8,acting Secretary of State for that country
and by Chas.Bagotv,tue Jeitish minister 1n washington on benalf of Zritain,. .

lhere is no doubt thalt this agreementu had a marked effeect on
setilement along ine north shore of Lake Erie.Port Stanley is one of the
ports that began a setilement,thav year.

inis year,1940,marks 130 years
that this long frontier has \
peen unfortvified.

~- A CAIaN marking this historiecal
evenl stands in our picecnic park

on Invererie lleights. High on

Two Signatures in 1817
this eliff,itv looks over tne

wide expanse of Lake Lrie,

ON the Cairn is writuien, -

on tne face, =

"{nis unfortvified Bowndary line
petween the bLominion ofganada
and {he United States &f
Ameriea should qguicken the
remembrance 0f the more than a
cenvury-old friendship between
these two countries,a lesson to
all nations.”

on the reverse 8ide,-
"{his bloek of Georgla granite
was presented at the Cleveland
convention of Liwanis Internation-
al,June 1942,by the Georgia
daistrict for erection am +this
site in celebration of the cent-
ury ana a guarier oIl peace along tnis frontier inaugurated by the signing
of the Kusb-sBagot lreatly,in Washingion in April,IBi7."

i sne Lasl sLresident,Jack omith from Macon,Georgia,had the honour
of presenting tlune tablet.All expense of manufactiure and transportdition was
borne by tne Georgia wisitrict.

Note~ ~ihis tabletl was tne twenty-fourtn in a series of peace tablets to bde
erected along the Canadian-American Joundary,oy Kiwanis International that
sSuumer.




JAMES H. COYNE
Loral Master of Titles
FORr COUNTY oF ELGIN
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